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At Cherry Creek Mortgage 
we have the best team in place for your success!
• Cash is King! Our Cash Offers/Bridge program will give your clients the power of an all-cash
   offer to help them win the deal. This one is a game-changer. Call us!
• Reverse for Purchase: Are Grandma and Grandpa feeling sticker shock when they consider
   moving closer to the grandkids? Buyers 62 and older can buy a home with no mortgage
   payment! "Buy twice the home for half the cash!"

3665 John F Kennedy Pkwy, Suite 306,
Fort Collins, CO 80525

Cherry Creek Mortgage, LLC NMLS #3001. All Rights Reserved. Some loan 
products may not be available in all states. Terms, rates, and fees subject to 
change. Please speak with one of our loan originators for more detail.

Zachary Sumner
NMLS #2274079
970.999.2321
zsumner@ccmclending.com

Stacy Fridal
NMLS#: 289577
970.266.5613
sfridal@ccmclending.com

Natalie Terry
NMLS#: 1137939
970.266.5612
nnterry@pmglending.com

Ben Smith
NMLS#: 1249606
970.266.8855
bsmith@ccmclending.com

Nancy Terry
NMLS#: 291957
970.266.1690
nterry@cmclending.com

CALL OUR OFFICE FOR A FREE QUOTE
303.986.3900 option #2

Locally Owned and Operated since 1985
BlueRibbonHomeWarranty.com

Freedom
from Worry
Honest and affordable

protection for
Colorado

homeowners!

Expert Pruning • Tree Removal • Stump Grinding

Providing the highest quality tree care
and customer service at competitive rates

Locally owned. Licensed and insured.
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CHRIS CRAMER
BRANCH MANAGER - PRODUCING
NMLS#: 904320
chris.cramer@primelending.com
www.ChrisCramer.pro
Direct: 970-999-2160 
Fax: 866-908-2830
3528 Precision Drive, Suite 220
Fort Collins, CO 80528

DONATED THIS YEAR TO HELP END MODERN-DAY SLAVERY.

Thanks to the businesses within these pages, our Area Directors, and readers like you, we’re able to break the chains of this horrible reality.

Did you know there are more victims held 
against their will today than ever before? That’s 
why The N2 Company – the company behind this 
publication and 850+ others like it – is financially 
committed to end human trafficking. 

FOR EVERY AD WE SELL, 
N2 DONATES ENOUGH
MONEY TO FREE 2 SLAVES 
FROM CAPTIVITY.

Visit n2gives.com to learn more
about our giving program.

A GIVING PROGRAM BY
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S This section has been created to give you easier access when searching for a trusted real estate 

affiliate. Take a minute to familiarize yourself with the businesses sponsoring your magazine. These 

local businesses are proud to partner with you and make this magazine possible. Please support 

these businesses and thank them for supporting the REALTOR® community!

CABINETRY REFINISHING 

& PAINTING SERVICE

Summit Cabinet Coatings

Gavin Thompson

(970) 829-6581

summitcabinetcoatings.com

CLOSING GIFTS

Athena Nicole Photography

Athena Henzler

(404) 610-6210

AthenaNicole 

Photography.com

CUSTOM BUILDERS

Fish Creek Construction

Bill Beach

(970) 599-1030

fishcreekconstruction.com

CUSTOM CAKES  

& DESSERTS

Cakeable

Amber Myers

(309) 825-4335

cakeablenoco.com

ESTATE SALES

Blue Moon Estate Sales

Kelly Mundorff

(970) 889-0663

bluemoonestatesales.com/

noco-se-wyoming

FLOORING & DESIGN

Northern Colorado Carpets

(970) 226-6800

www.northerncolorado 

carpets.com

HOME INSPECTION

A Buyer’s Choice  

Home Inspection

Brett Datteri

(970) 475-6262 x1

abuyerschoice.com/

northern-colorado

Accurate Property 

Inspection

Tim Dyer

(970) 667-6973

accuratepropertyinspection.

company

Inspections Over Coffee

(303) 500-3378

InspectionsOverCoffee.com

HOME WARRANTY

Blue Ribbon Home Warranty

(303) 986-3900 x1

BlueRibbonHome

Warranty.com

First American 

Home Warranty

Kyle Arenson

(970) 404-5099

firstamrealestate.com

HVAC SERVICES

Metal Mechanics Inc.

Michelle Culp

(970) 203-9954

metalmechanicshvac.com

INSURANCE BROKER

Country Financial

Jason Percha

(970) 669-1263

countryfinancial.com/

jason.percha

Summit Insurance

BJ Hill

(970) 667-9133

mysummitinsurance

agency.com

JUNK REMOVAL 

& HAULING

Hulk Addicts Hauling and 

Junk Removal

Mike Howard

(970) 381-1176

hulkaddictsjunk.com

LABOR FOR HIRE, 

MOVING & LANDSCAPING

Laborjack

(970) 690-7709

www.Laborjack.com

MORTGAGE ADVISOR

Prime Lending

Chris Cramer

(970) 999-2160

lo.primelending.com/

chriscramer

MORTGAGE BANKER

CrossCountry Mortgage

Ryan Lendrum

(720) 990-3687

crosscountrymortgage.com/

ryan-lendrum

MORTGAGE LENDER

Academy Mortgage

Ryan Abrahamson

(970) 530-0470

academymortgage.com/

ryanabrahamson

MORTGAGES

Cherry Creek Mortgage

Nancy Terry

(970) 266-1690

ccmclending.com

Cherry Creek Mortgage

Stacy Fridal

(970) 266-5613

ccmclending.com

Cherry Creek Mortgage

Ben Smith

(970) 420-2877

ccmclending.com

Cherry Creek Mortgage

Natalie Terry

(970) 266-5612

ccmclending.com

Elevations Credit Union

(970) 667-8585 x2158

elevationscu.com/mortgage

Excel Financial 

Mortgage Brokers

Lauren Juhl

(970) 407-8288

excelmortgagebrokers.com/

staff/lauren-juhl/

First Western Trust Bank

Justin Crowley

(970) 407-3100

justincrowley.com

Universal Lending

Kim Martin

(970) 283-7686

ulc.com/klmartin

MOVING COMPANY

Skyline Moving Company

Stephen Skaer

(970) 685-3942

skylinemovingcolorado.com

PHOTOGRAPHY - 

FAMILY / PORTRAIT

B. Saint Photography

Brenda Saint

(970) 988-8865

bsaintphotography.com

Misty Huss Photography

Misty Huss

(970) 492-5702

mistyhussphotography.com

PHOTOGRAPHY- 

REAL ESTATE

Eric’s Imagery

Alyssa Benson

(970) 590-9271

ericsimagery.com

RADON MITIGATION

All Colorado 

Radon Mitigation

Ben Ingalls

(720) 726-4556

allcoloradoradon.com

ROOFING

NOCO Roofing

Troy Jennings

(970) 223-7663

NOCOroofing.com

On Target Roofing

Michael Millsap

(970) 619-8902

ontargetroofing.com

Roof Source LLC

Brendan O’Keefe

(970) 691-0845

coloradoroofsource.com

ROOFING & GUTTERS

American Roofing and 

Restorations

Christa Robison-Pebley

(970) 460-8720

americanroofingand

restorations.com

SOLAR

Sandbox Solar

Justin Wojtarowicz

(970) 673-7733

sandboxsolar.com

STAGING

Home Spun Staging 

& Design

Jenny Ruhland

(970) 305-7979

homespunstaging

anddesign.com

TITLE COMPANY

Chicago Title of Colorado - 

Northern Colorado

Ryan Martin

(970) 666-7300

colorado.ctic.co

Equity Title of Colorado

Adrien Ruckle

(970) 301-0425

equitycol.com

First American Title

Debra Myers

(970) 658-4685

firstamcolorado.com

Stewart Title

Michael Oakes

(970) 356-3551

stewart.com

TREE & SHRUB SERVICES

Northern Colorado Tree 

Service

James Gosser

(970) 775-8877

northerncolorado

treeservice.com
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High End Custom Builds | Additions | RemodelsHigh End Custom Builds | Additions | Remodels

 970.599.1030 | www.�shcreekconstruction.com

Building Your Home for How YOU LiveBuilding Your Home for How YOU Live

Ben Ingalls
(NEHA/NRPP CMT# 105986)

All Colorado Radon Mitigation, Inc.
Denver: 720.726.4556

Loveland: 970.966.7853
Colorado Springs: 719.599.8908

www.AllColoradoRadon.com

We are your trusted
source for radon

mitigation and testing.
 We also offer several Indoor Air Quality 

improvements from crawl space 
encapsulation to home air filtration.  

Madison Coble 
Editor-In-Chief

Misty Huss 
Photographer

Kate Shelton
Writer 

Social Media Coordinator

M E E T  T H E

N O C O
R E A L  P R O D U C E R S  T E A M

If you are interested in contributing or nominating REALTORS® for certain stories, please email us at mary.burrell@realproducersmag.com.

Dawn Duncan 
Writer

Mary Burrell
Owner/Publisher

970.732.0469

Brenda Saint 
Photographer

Jacki Donaldson 
Ad Strategist

Cory Coppock 
Videographer
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www.northerncoloradocarpets.com
970-226-6800

Family Owned Since 1976 & Veteran OperatedNorthern Colorado Carpets

Neutral carpet in stock to 
go with all trending paint 
colors. We are QUICK & 
a�ordable, let's spruce 
up your space to increase 
your home value. 

Get the Realtor discount 
and update your flooring 

before your furniture 
arrives! We are flexible 

with installation to meet 
your move in dates.

Listing a
Home?

Buyers
Moving In?

Carpet // Plank // Sheet Vinyl
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COUNTRYCOUNTRY
Financial

Spring Into Summer Premium Sponsor

sponsor shoutout
Photos by b.saint Photography and Misty Huss Photography

We were so excited to have been the Premium Sponsor for NoCo Real 
Producers’ Spring into Summer event at Block One in Fort Collins! All of us at 
The Percha Agency want to thank all the REALTORS® and NoCo RP Preferred 
Partners who made it out on a great spring evening. We’ve been a Preferred 
Partner for a while now, and we’ve really enjoyed deepening our relationships 
with some folks we already knew, as well as building relationships with new 
friends and potential business partners that are at the top of their game. We’re 
always happy to connect with some of the best producers in the real estate 
community in Northern Colorado. Spring into Summer was another great 
event; there’s not a more fun group of people to be around than this one!
 

publisher’s note

UNITED 
Do you know the story of Aesop’s fable, The Four Oxen and the 
Lion? “A Lion used to prowl about a field in which Four Oxen 
used to dwell. Many a time, he tried to attack them; but when-
ever he came near, they turned their tails to one another, so that 
whichever way he approached them he was met by the horns 
of one of them. At last, however, they fell a-quarrelling among 
themselves, and each went off to pasture alone in a separate 
corner of the field. Then the Lion attacked them one by one and 
soon made an end of all four.” The moral of the story – united we 
stand, divided we fall.

My intent isn’t to launch into a diatribe about the state of our 
country or the world but as a commentary on life in general. Or 
how I approach life in general. When we work together with a 
common purpose/goal, the sky is the limit on what we can accom-
plish. When we go our own way, well, we may get there, but it’s a 
lot harder than it needs to be.

This is why I love Real Producers. Our whole mission is to build 
community. To connect, elevate, and inspire. To bring people 
together. To shine light on what makes each person unique while 
also highlighting those things we have in common. To enable rela-
tionship-building so that when needed, we stand together.

That was all on display again at our Spring into 
Summer event. Like-minded, successful individuals 
coming together to connect, to share, and to inspire 
one another. To have some laughs and remember 
that we’re in this together. No matter what is going 
on in the world around us. It’s inspiring!

Our NoCo RP team added one more amazing 
Preferred Partner to our community this month. 
Welcome to Amber Myers with Cakeable, creator 
of incredible custom cakes and desserts! If you 
need special sweetness for your clients, your fam-
ily, or friends, she’s got you covered.

As we approach our nation’s birthday, I wish you a 
Happy Fourth of July with your community, and I 
look forward to connecting with all of you again soon.

Cheers!
Mary

Sarah and I look forward to meeting 
more of you at upcoming events. 
Enjoy your summer and know that 
we are here for all your insurance 
and investment management needs!

Jason and Sarah Percha
COUNTRY Financial
970.669.1263

Follow us on Facebook & Instagram @NoCo Real Producers!

We Stand…
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Working side by
side to protect what 
matters most to 
you and your family.

BJ Hill  |  Summit Insurance
Agency President T: 970.667.9133
283 E. 29th Street | Loveland, CO 80538
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event recap
Photos by b.saint Photography and Misty Huss Photography

A very big thank you to our event sponsor, Jason and 
Sarah Percha, with COUNTRY Financial! Thanks to 
Sarah and their niece Hayden for providing a warm 
welcome to our attendees, keeping track of donation and 
giveaway tickets, and helping with the giveaways. 

We cannot do this without the support of partners like 
you. I appreciate you!

How fun to celebrate with all of you at Block One in Old 
Town Fort Collins! What a cool venue!

As always, it was great to see so many of you together, catch-
ing up or getting to know one another better — or even meet-
ing for the first time. For me, I love seeing those I’ve gotten 
to know well, along with some I just got the chance to meet. 
Thank you for making our event a “must be there” in your 
very busy schedules and supporting NoCo Real Producers!

M
A
Y 
1
7, 
2
0
2
2

SPRING  into 
SUMMER
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Congratulations to our gifts and floral arrange-
ment* winners: Torrey McCoy, Jennifer Kelly, Tara 
Tooley, Zach Sumner, Barry O’Neill, Kelly Glossi, 
and Kristen Clifton.

Thank you again for the generosity of this real 
estate community – through your donations, we 
raised nearly $700 for The Matthews House.

Finally, a tremendous thank you to my team — Candace Braden for 
planning such a fun event, Kate Shelton for getting our social posts 
out, and Brenda Saint and Misty Huss for capturing some fun photos.

Be on the lookout for your next big event invite in the fall! ~Mary

*Floral arrangements provided by Jodi Kirsch, Flower Tribe. 
She’s awesome.
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non-profit spotlight

Founded by Alyssa and Ryan Benson
Northern Colorado is better because of our real estate community. You would 

be hard-pressed to find a group of people that are more involved, passionate, 

and determined to make this a great place to live than those in this industry. 

NoCo Real Producers is lucky to have partnered with and interviewed so 

many who are passionate about giving back. This includes Alyssa Benson – 

Owner of Eric’s Imagery – a real estate photography company and one of our 

Preferred Business Partners. Alyssa was featured in our May 2022 issue. 

HE WILL RESTORE 
MINISTRIES

In addition to serving photography clients, growing the 
business, and raising their children, Alyssa and her hus-
band, Ryan, founded He Will Restore Ministries in 2020.

During the height of the pandemic, Alyssa and Ryan 
noticed the increasing needs of people in our commu-
nity. Instead of sitting idly by, hoping for a solution to 
come along – they got to work. After months of planning, 
saving, and volunteering, they found a path forward and 
began in earnest. 

This nonprofit was formed to serve families in our area 
and bridge gaps between existing services for those in 
need. They meet people where they are and work dili-
gently to ensure that families and kids have the support 
they need in this difficult time. 

Their work revolves around three primary divisions –

Our Hope in Crisis focuses on the homeless population, 
and low-income families, individuals, and seniors who are 
eligible to receive immediate, emergency funding to see 
them through the crisis. The team does its best to meet 
emergency needs, as well as assigns a caseworker for 
ongoing support.

Restore A Home is centered around the reality that many 
cannot afford simple, minor home repairs that can lead to 
unsafe or poor living conditions. These repairs are man-
aged and completed on a volunteer and donation basis. 

Community Connect focuses on youth 
development and family connection. They 
host bi-monthly middle school nights where 
grades 6-8 are welcome to enjoy a free, 
safe night of fun. They also host quarterly 
family-friendly events to support families 
in need. 

Through lived experiences and the ongoing 
strain of COVID, the Bensons saw a dramatic 
need for connection, support, and resources 
for many in our community. Ryan and Alyssa 
didn’t just see this need, they set out to fill it. 

Their ultimate goal is to bring hope to those 
who feel lost and alone. They aim to reach 
those who society has deemed unreachable 
by showing radical and unconditional love. 
They lend a helping hand, provide tangible 
support, and have partnered with several 
other nonprofits and businesses to provide 
further resources. 

Learn more about He Will Restore Ministries 
and get involved at hewillrestoreministries.org.
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HOMESPUN STAGING AND DESIGN 
Spreading that Feeling of Home

E: HOMESPUNSD@GMAIL.COM
P: 970-305-7979
W: WWW.HSSTAGING.COM
PROFESSIONALLY STAGED HOMES
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partner spotlight

COUNTRY

JASON AND 
SARAH PERCHA, 
OWNERS

By Kate Shelton

Photos by Brenda Saint, b.saint Photography

“If it’s someone’s worst day ever, we want to make sure they’re covered,” said 
Jason Percha, Agency Owner and Insurance Agent of COUNTRY Financial in 
Loveland. At the end of the day, that’s exactly what Jason, his wife, Sarah, and 
their team do – provide protection for their clients when they need it most. 

Jason works from personal experience. “Unfortunately, I know first-hand just 
how much insurance matters. My family went through a lot growing up. We 
were living in North Carolina and lost a house to Hurricane Hugo. We moved 
to Kentucky, and our neighborhood got hit by seven tornados in two days. We 
moved again, and literally three months later, the apartment complex we were 
living in burnt to the ground. I don’t say that for sympathy, but just to say I 
know that insurance matters.”

Despite all of that, Jason grew up happy in a loving home. He did well in school 
and excelled in soccer. After high school and a stint in construction and bartend-
ing, Jason played soccer in college just outside New York City for a year and then 
attended Texas A&M in Corpus Christi for a year. After that, he was ready to 
finish his degree, so he took a chance and visited a friend in Colorado. Jason fell 
in love with Fort Collins and moved here one week later. He’s never left. 

Jason began as a student at Colorado State with the single goal of completing 
his degree as quickly as he could. During college, Jason walked into a restau-
rant and asked for a job. Sarah happened to be the one to hand him the appli-
cation. Jason landed more than a college degree; he and Sarah fell in love and 
started their family, all before he was done with school. 

Taking Care 
of Community

FINANCIAL

IF IT’S 

SOMEONE’S 

WORST DAY EVER, 

WE WANT TO 

MAKE SURE 

THEY’RE COVERED.
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“I was a non-traditional student. I knew what 
working a construction job was like, and I knew 
what moving all over the country as a kid was like. 
I wanted more for my family. I ultimately decided 
insurance was the best route for me because it 
combined all my skills and passions – serving my 
community, working with people, and being able to 
take care of my young family,” he said. 

Jason interviewed with several insurance compa-
nies before landing on COUNTRY Financial. “From 
the minute I sat down with them, it wasn’t about 
how much I could make or what I could do for 
myself – it was so much more about the responsi-
bility I would have to my community, the respon-
sibility I would have to my clients. They wanted to 
know if I was ready for that. They wanted to make 
sure my goals aligned with their culture. I knew 
right then the company was right for me,” he said. 

COUNTRY Financial was started by a group of 
farmers in 1925. They have expanded across the 
United States and added many products and ser-
vices to meet their clients’ needs, but they’ve never 
lost sight of their humble beginnings. COUNTRY 
Financial has a track record of giving back to the 
communities they serve, and Jason and his team 
are no different.

Jason has worked hard for over 17 years to grow 
his business and his team. About nine years ago, 
Sarah officially joined the office and now handles 
the majority of the automobile and home insurance 
side of the business, while Jason has moved into 
the role of financial planning and life insurance. 

“Working with Sarah is great. She’s the real boss,” 
he said with a warm laugh. “No, really, though, I can 
trust that she will take care of our clients. She has 
the same loyalty to them as I do, and I know things 
will be done right. And our team is just amazing. 
This is a true family business – we all work so well 
together, and we treat our clients right.” 

Cheryl Kouns serves as an assistant to Jason and Sarah, 
handling most service requests and change orders. Their 
team is rounded out by their niece, Hayden Seaser, who 
works part-time as a receptionist while she takes college 
classes. The team now serves more than 800 households 
and 100 businesses locally.

“Insurance is not something anyone wants to talk 
about,” Sarah admitted. “It’s not that exciting, and it’s 
not every day that you need it. But we’ve seen far too 
many times when the worst happens, and their insur-
ance policy kicks in; it makes all the difference. That 
money can be the difference between replacing your 
belongings and building a new house or surviving when 
a loved one dies. It’s not exciting, but it’s so important.” 

“Our goal is just to take care of our community … to 
take care of our customers,” Jason added. “We don’t 
want you to need us, but when you do – we’ll be here.” 
COUNTRY Financial was just ranked as the number 
one company in the U.S. Property Claims Satisfaction 
Study by J.D. Power, meaning they provide when they’re 
supposed to, with no exceptions. 

“Everyone knows we do life, home, commercial, and car 
insurance,” Jason said. “But what many people don’t 
know is this – unlike many other companies, COUNTRY 

Financial home insurance policies have no payout limits for most 
of our policyholders. So if someone loses everything in a fire or 
crash, there is no limit to what we’ll pay in most circumstances. 
We make sure everything is covered. It’s a great feeling to go to 
sleep at night and know my clients are fully covered.” 

“We might not always be the cheapest quote out there,” Sarah 
added, “But we’ll always get it right. We pay quickly, and we pay 
right. We’ll make sure you have what you need. We’ll always 
answer your calls – nights and weekends, and we’ll be first in line 
to help you through the worst of it.” 

Sarah grew up in Loveland, and they’re big supporters of the 
community and schools. They support the Loveland-Berthoud 
Association of REALTORS®, and they are annual sponsors 
of Sierra’s Race Against Meningitis. They also donate to the 
Kawasaki Kids Foundation and the Kong Strong Classic. 

Jason and Sarah have two kids – Austin is an engineering major 
at the University of Wyoming, and Ava is a sophomore in high 
school. The family loves to golf, travel, and spend time with one 
another. Jason is on the mutual ministry committee and the 
finance committee of their church, Trinity Lutheran. 

Jason and Sarah are thankful for the real estate community  
and look forward to serving your clients. Connect with them at  
jason.percha@countryfinancial.com.

OUR GOAL IS JUST TO TAKE CARE OF OUR COMMUNITY… 

TO TAKE CARE OF OUR CUSTOMERS. WE DON’T WANT YOU TO 

NEED US BUT WHEN YOU DO – WE’LL BE HERE.
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PROVIDING DEPENDABLE ROOFING
AND GUTTER SOLUTIONS SINCE 2012

Helping Realtors and 
their clients 

navigate their 
existing roofing and 

gutter system.

Whether you’re looking 
to replace a roof due to 
weather damage, install 
a new gutter system, or 

have routine 
maintenance done, our 

team is here to help you.

(970) 460-8720  |  www.AmericanRoofingAndRestorations.com

“Brian and his team were very 
professional and knowledgeable. They 

answered all my questions and went 
above and beyond to make sure we 

were happy with the work they 
performed. I would recommend Brian 

and his team to anyone who needs 
professional help with household 

projects or advice! They’re great!”
-Tammy E.

FREE
ESTIMATES
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realtor® spotlight
By Kate Shelton

Photos by Brenda Saint, b.saint Photography

Melissa and Jessica Harris of RE/MAX Alliance are identical twins and business partners. They also 
happen to be co-leaders of one of the most successful teams in the area. Their clients get twice the 

expertise, twice the care, and double the attention. 

Melissa and Jessica are Colorado natives, hometown of Craig. Before they could talk, the twins devel-
oped a language of their own that even their parents and brother struggled to understand. Despite 

their language delays, Jessica and Melissa always knew what the other was saying, and that skill has 
continued to this day. 

They each excelled in school and developed a deep love for the game of basketball. During their senior 
year, Melissa and Jessica helped lead their team to a state basketball championship. Their love of 
sports and the competitiveness they both developed on the court have carried them through life. 

MELISSA

JESSICA
HARRIS

AND

D O U B L E  T H E  E X P E R T I S E , 
D O U B L E  T H E  S U C C E S S

T W I N S  &  P A R T N E R S  - 
R E / M A X  A L L I A N C E
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ur dad was a self-employed general contractor when we 
were growing up, and we always helped with whatever job 

he was working – painting, repairs, you name it,” Melissa 
said. “That’s where we got our first taste of entrepreneurship and a 
love of houses.” 

“After playing a year of basketball in college, I assisted six agents in 
Boulder for a while,” Melissa added. “I really began to understand 
real estate and the power of it, and I knew I wanted to be self-em-
ployed. With real estate, I have unlimited potential. I get to be my 
boss and set my own schedule. I got licensed in 2013.”

“I was a stay-at-home mom, and I saw my sister’s success and how 
much she loved real estate,” Jessica said. “I wanted to get back to 
work, and she inspired me to get into real estate, too.” Jessica went to 
school and obtained her real estate license in 2014. 

They have worked as a team since. They just have that twin magic 
that allows them to work side-by-side and still remain as close as 
they’ve always been. “It’s very natural for us. We’ve always been 
together; we’ve always done things together, so it just makes sense 
for us to do business together, too. Not everyone can work with their 
sister or family; we feel blessed that we get to build this business 
together,” Jessica said. 

It hasn’t always been perfect, however. There was a learning curve 
when Jessica first joined the business. “Melissa started the business 
a year before me, so when I joined, it was great because she was just 
feeding me business. But by year two, I wasn’t pulling my weight,” 
Jessica acknowledged. “She sat me down and gave me an ultimatum 
that I had to contribute more or we’d have to go our separate ways. 
That was the wake-up call I needed to grow and become my own indi-
vidual agent within our team dynamic.”
 
Since then, they’ve found harmony, and they now equally contrib-
ute. Together, their business just keeps growing. On average, Twins 
& Partners serves upwards of 50 clients a year, and they see that 
number continuing to grow. They have now added an assistant to their 
team to help with communication, scheduling, and marketing. They 
also have a full-time transaction coordinator to help with the paper-
work so they can be present with clients. 

A big part of the way they generate business and stay motivated is 
through the connections they make with their series of hobbies that 
are a central part of their lives. They both play co-ed softball and love 
to network with many groups in the area. Their team also puts on an 
annual charity kickball tournament in October that provides thou-
sands of meals for the Weld County Food Bank. This event is open to 
all, and each team that joins can provide 1,000 meals to those in need. 

Their commitment to the community is not only admirable, but it’s 
also sustained their growth. The twins also put aside money from 

W E  A R E 
I N C R E D I B L Y 

L O Y A L  T O  O U R 
C L I E N T S . 

W E ’ R E  H E R E  F O R 
T H E M  T H R O U G H 

E V E R Y  S T E P 
O F  T H I S  C R A Z Y 
P R O C E S S  A N D 
S I N C E  T H E R E 

A R E  T W O  O F  U S , 
W E  N E V E R  D R O P 

A  B A L L .
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every transaction to buy brand new bicycles for kids in need 
every Christmas. “We just want to make sure every kid has a 
bike,” Jessica said. They average about 15 bikes a year, and to 
date, they’ve donated more than 60.

Melissa and Jessica are committed to their clients, and they 
have a solid reputation to prove it. “People love working with 
us because you get two for the price of one,” Melissa joked. 
“But it’s true; we work together on every listing, so you get 
two times the amount of experience, communication, and help 
through the process.” 

The Harris Twins don’t see themselves slowing down anytime 
soon. “We are incredibly loyal to our clients. We’re here for 
them through every step of this crazy process, and since there 
are two of us, we never drop the ball,” Jessica said. 

“We just have that twin thing,” Melissa said. “People joke 
about twin brains, but it’s true. I can sense what she’s feeling 

and vice versa. We talk all day long, and we have an incredible 
bond. People don’t understand it, but we know for a fact it only 
helps our clients.”

Melissa and Jessica feel fortunate to live and work in 
Northern Colorado. Melissa credits a lot of her success to 
Jason Mahoney, who taught her the business and gave her her 
first buyer. Melissa’s best friend and fellow real estate agent, 
Christina Koder, has also been a huge supporter. 

Jessica has two daughters – Tenley (12) and Tenisyn (9). She 
spends as much time with them as she can, and together, they 
love being outside, playing sports, family movie nights, and trav-
eling. Jessica coaches their basketball teams and can’t wait to see 
where they go in the future. Melissa has an English cream golden 
retriever named Sadie that goes with her to many showings. 
Melissa loves being outside, boating at Horsetooth, and camping. 

Connect with Melissa and Jessica and ask about their co-ed 

charity kickball tournament by phone – 

Jessica: 970.373.9459 and Melissa: 970.397.2769.

W E ’ V E  A L W A Y S  B E E N  T O G E T H E R , 
W E ’ V E  A L W A Y S  D O N E  T H I N G S  T O G E T H E R 
S O  I T  J U S T  M A K E S  S E N S E  F O R  U S  T O  D O 

B U S I N E S S  T O G E T H E R ,  T O O . ”

Jessica with 
her daughters, 
Tenley & Tenisyn

Melissa with her 
dog, Sadie
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MARCUS 
Dare to Fail Bravely

top producer
By Kate Shelton

Photos by Brenda Saint, b.saint Photography

“Some people look at failure as a negative thing, 
but I don’t. Each time I fail, it brings me a little bit 
closer to my goal,” said Marcus Valdez, a top pro-
ducer at Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices Rocky 
Mountain. Marcus has created a strong business by 
embracing the fact that failure is not only inevitable 
but it’s a beautiful part of the growth process.

Marcus is a Colorado native and has lived in Fort 
Collins since second grade. As a kid, he picked 
up a love of skateboarding and still skates almost 
every day. After high school, Marcus moved to San 
Francisco, where he became a successful amateur 
skateboarder and learned so much about the world. 

“After living in California, I came back to Fort Collins 
and opened up a skate shop in Old Town with my 
buddy. We rented space for three years, and then 
the owner approached me about buying it. That’s 
where I got my first taste of real estate investing,” 
he recounted. “It encouraged me to jump into buying 
some rental properties … and I got hooked!”

Around the same time, Marcus had also started 
and run a full-service sprinkler company. Marcus 
has always had an entrepreneurial spirit, so when 
a friend walked into his shop and offered him a free 
seat in a real estate class, he jumped at the opportu-
nity. Marcus knew this was a great chance to blend 
all the things he’d learned as a property investor, 
skate shop owner, and sprinkler guru. “I kind of 
fell into real estate by accident, but it’s what I was 
meant to do,” he said with a warm laugh. 

MARCUS VALDEZ 
REAL ESTATE TEAM 

Berkshire Hathaway Home ServicesVALDEZ 
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I JUST FEEL SUPER LUCKY TO LIVE AND 
WORK IN NORTHERN COLORADO. WE HAVE 
A TON OF GREAT BROKERS. THEY’RE SMART, 

PROFESSIONAL, AND RESPECTIVE. I’M 
LUCKY TO BE INVOLVED, AND I WAKE UP 
EVERY DAY READY TO WORK AND PLAY... 

AND I LOVE THAT I GET TO BOARD IN 
BETWEEN SHOWINGS AND MEETINGS!

“I never took the class because I thought 
I’d become a full-time REALTOR®,” he 
said. “I just wanted to be my own agent 
for my investments. But then my wife, 
Melissa, and I had three kids in five 
years, and I needed a more stable income 
than the skate shop and sprinklers could 
provide. Real estate just started taking 
up more and more of my time.”

“Actually, I fully believe that skateboard-
ing is such a good foundation for so 
many businesses, including real estate. 
As a skater, you might fail four or five 
thousand times before you learn to do a 
trick, but every time you fail, you get a 
little bit closer – a little bit better. You’re 
failing forward. Not many business peo-
ple get into real estate with as much of a 
sense of failure as a skateboarder does … 
as I did. I was okay with failure, and that 
mindset gave me an advantage,” he said. 

“Everyone thinks of skateboarders as the 
bad kids, the ones that won’t be suc-
cessful. But in reality, my skateboarding 
background gave me such a good mindset 
for this business. When you view failure 
as part of the process, you can frame this 
whole thing differently. It’s liberating,” 
he added. 

Luckily for Marcus, he didn’t actually 
have to fail long before he found suc-
cess. In fact, it was one of his skate store 
regulars that helped him get his start. 
“One day in the shop, two customers 
were talking. One of them said some-
thing like, ‘You still doing that real estate 
thing?’ In a condescending way. The 
other responded nonchalantly, saying 
he owned hundreds of rentals. That 
moment struck me. He wasn’t boastful 
that his ‘real estate thing’ was nothing 
small. I traded Chris Ray sprinkler ser-
vices at some of his rentals in exchange 
for his advice,” Marcus said. 
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“He didn’t owe me anything, but he’d always answer 
my calls and said a lot of things that I still think 
about to this day. He answered my questions and 
never hesitated to guide me. I always appreciated 
his willingness to share and help me get started. 
I’ve tried to be that way in my career because I saw 
him do it first,” Marcus said. 

Marcus now leads a highly successful team with 
ten agents and a full-time assistant. Together, 
they work more than 150 transactions a year, and 
they’re consistently among the top in the area. “I’ve 
never set out to build a huge team; it just happened. 
I think our strength comes from our diversity; 
because we’re all so different, our clients can get 
who they need,” he said. 

Marcus may be nearing 50, but he never leaves his 
house without his skateboard, and he makes a point 
to ride as much as he can. “Another thing about real 
estate and skateboarding is that I’m always looking 
at the things people take for granted – sidewalks, 
stairs, rails. I’m looking, thinking about how I can do 
a trick. That changes your worldview. The common 
is now special, and that applies to real estate as well. 
Skateboarders just look at things with more poten-
tial than maybe the average person does,” he said. 

He is very much still ingrained in the skating world 
and supports local nonprofits that build community 
at skateparks. He helped design three of the five 
parks in Fort Collins and loves to mentor young 
kids when he can. Marcus is also a passionate 
soccer player and is on the coaching staff of the 
Colorado Rapids. 

Marcus and Melissa’s kids are now adults, and 
according to Marcus, “They’re so cool! They’re 
figuring out how to be adults, and we love watching 
them.” Marcus doesn’t see himself slowing down 
anytime soon in any category – real estate, skate-
boarding, or soccer. 

“I just feel super lucky to live and work in Northern 
Colorado. We have a ton of great brokers. They’re 
smart, professional, and kind. I’m lucky to be 
involved, and I wake up every day ready to work 
and play,” he said. “And I love that I get to board in 
between showings and meetings!” 

Connect with Marcus at marcusdvaldez@gmail.com.

SOME PEOPLE LOOK AT 

FAILURE AS A NEGATIVE THING, 

BUT I DON’T. EACH TIME I FAIL, 

IT BRINGS ME A LITTLE BIT 

CLOSER TO MY GOAL
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Get to know Shalene Galindo: 
I am a true Colorado native, born in the small unique town of Salida Colorado and raised in Grand Junction. I have been in 
Northern Colorado for the past 11 years and have been in the real estate world since 2007 both as a real estate assistant, 
agent, and now escrow o�cer. I truly enjoy this industry and the people I have met along my journey. The closing table is 
great place to celebrate a seller’s opportunity for a new stage in their lives and for a buyer excited about creating new 
memories in their latest investment. I have an amazing family — my husband of 24 years, three daughters, and two 
miniature schnauzers that should be categorized as children. I enjoy spending my free time with my family even if that 

means just staying home hanging out with each other, gawking over how adorable and funny our dogs are.  
 My work truly gets me excited to start my day and see what new adventures are in store for me. 

 

What customers are saying: 
“You know how sometimes you just know… that’s how it is with Shalene. She is timely, accurate, ready, and helpful with all 
my title questions. It is more than just being good at her job though; she is fun, energetic, and caring and will always listen 

to the good and the bad. Needless to say: She is my go-to for all things title.” 
—Jason Dolliver, Caliber Home Loans

“I will follow Shalene anywhere. I wouldn’t trust anyone else with my transactions, with the level of detail at which she takes 
care of things makes me secure knowing the job will get done and done well. Her communication is very clear and concise 
through her work. Shalene does not skip a beat. Not only does Shalene have full-circle knowledge of the real estate 
industry, but she also knows what it’s like on the other side. Oftentimes, she is so understanding of the craziness I am 
experiencing and gives me grace to help me get to the finish line. So many times Shalene’s full-circle knowledge of the 

service industry helps us foresee things that will come up in the transaction.” —Andrea Bisnette, Realty One Group

REAL PRODUCER

Shalene Galindo
Shalene.Galindo@ctt.com

O�ce: 970-699-7360
ChicagoTitleofColorado.com




